MATERIALS AND METHODS
The specimens of Vexillata used in this description were collected intermittently from 1981 through 1985. After capture, hosts were killed and frozen, specimens were later thawed, and nematodes were recovered from small intestines by dissecting and searching with the aid of a binocular dissecting microscope. All nematodes recovered were stored in 70% ethanol. Specimens were cleared for study by evaporation of a solution of 70% ethanol, 5% glycerol, and 2% lactic acid. tions of fork of unequal lengths and internal ray of each pair always shorter than external ray ( Gardner, 1984) . The Vexillata group of ornithostrongylid nematodes is particularly well defined and the descriptions are very complete. The host-group in this case is also well defined thus providing a readily ac-cessible host-parasite system that would be a good candidate for a study of host-parasite coevolution (Brooks and McLennan, 1991). Additional material in the form of helminths and protozoa from both geomyids and heteromyids from the northern Neotropics needs to be collected to provide a more complete knowledge of host-parasite diversity in this region.
